HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
However, speculation on this point is rendered barren
by the fact that Great Britain has no intention of feeding
herself exclusively with her own agricultural produce
even if she could.
The question is therefore interesting only from the
standpoint of a possible war, and in this connection
let us examine developments during the World War.
During the first years of the war the British government
did nothing whatever to increase agricultural pro-
duction, and in 1914 British farmers were told to
continue as usual sowing whatever they considered
most suitable to their own areas. In the first period
of the war the total area utilized by British agriculture
even decreased.
During the war Great Britain imported approxi-
mately half of her foodstuff requirements from abroad,
and it was 1916 before the government began to take
any action to increase British agricultural production.
Its first measure was the establishment of a guaranteed
price for oats, but only for oats grown on land newly
taken under the plough, land which had previously
been used for pasturage. By 1917 shipping tonnage
had been considerably reduced, prices on the American
market were rising rapidly, and the threatening ex-
haustion of British gold reserves made it seem advisable
to limit purchases in America, and so in January
wheat prices were guaranteed and fixed minimum
prices for potatoes introduced. It was not until 1918
that any vigorous measures were undertaken to
extend the tilled area, but, as we have already seen,
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